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The trial-of Captain Alfred Dreyfus, which began vesterday at Renres, is one of tie towering land-
marks in the jurisprodence of the world. Few state trials in all profame history have equalled it in pro-
Compared with it the impeachment of Warren Hastings was an
affair of a police court. Never since Louis XVI. stood in the hall’of the convention to plead for his life

found significance—none has surpassed it.

ONE OF THE BEACONS OF HISTORY.

care nothing for Dreyfus in himself, but it is necessary for parties in Franece to “a bas” something, and he

have such tremendous issues hung upon a single legal proceeding.

First of all, Dreyfus himself

Rennes,

The Trial of Militarism Vs. Civil Power.

The Trial of Dreyfus.

is on trial.

“But that is the least of the things that make this trial memorable.

struggle for supremacy between the military and the civil power, and the significance of this conflict is not
Throughout the whole continent of Europe the armies are absorbing in themselves
‘the best energies of the nations, and, becoming self-conscious, are arrogating to themselves more and more
There have been times in the past when a Praetorian Guard has temporarily
mastered a state, but never before has a whole civilized continent given itself up to arms in time of peace,
: The heads of the army in France have been testing their strength, and for
a time t;tiér' held the civil authoritiesin terror. Now ,with the help of*patriotic and disciplined officers in the
army itself, the arrogance of militarism has been checked, and the present trial may bring about its entire

confined to France.
of the power of governments.

and made its generals its rulers.

' suppression.

The lawsuit in which

A the Prudential Insur-

ance Company is de-

Dl‘SA_PPEARING fending its right to
PROBLEM. discriminate against
negroes in the matter

of charges for insurance has an important
hearing upon the race questlon in this coun-
try. There is no prejudice in the company’s
position. It Is a simple matter of business.
The rate of mortality among negroes is
greater than among whites, and therefore it
costs more to Insure their lives.

Mr. Hoffman, the statistician of the Pru-
dential Company, estimates the negro ex-
cess of mortality at 50 per cent. That it is
very great has been a universally recognized
fact for many years. It is especlally marked
in the citles, toward which the negroes, like
the whites, are incessantly gravitating. The
4 « Colored population of the great towns could

not maintain Itself If it were not constantly

recruited from the country. Thus every city
is a sink in_which fhe natural increase of
the negro race is drained away and lost.

If thess tendencleg contihue the colored
population of. the whole country, with no im-
migration to reinforee it, will cease to in-
crease, and then will begin to depline, It
willl eradually bessupplanted by the increas-

' ing white race, as {8 even now happening in

Loulslana, where the infiux of Italians has
glven' white majoritles: to several parishes
that were formerly heavily black. And then
the philosophers who ‘have been exploiting
the direful possibilities of the ‘race prob-
lem" will have an opportunity to be troubled
over something else,

Motorman George

FIX THE Hamiltén has been
arrested, eharged

WHOLE RE~ |y, responsibility
SPONSIBILITY. |for the Connecticut
trolley disaster, in

K. which thirty peopie were killed,

That 18 fight. There ls evidence that Ham-
fiton ran the ear down a steep grade at a
tremendous rate of speed; also that when he
dlscavered =omething was wrong, instead of
t‘aminé off the power and -applying the
brake, he jumped from the ecar and secured
his own safety af the expense of the lives of
the nas;;_engera. :

Yet, while Hamilton should be held ac-
countable for his full share of guilt, it must
not be overlooked. that had the guard ralls
of the bridge besn of a proper height and
sirength, the car, when thrown off the track,
could mot bhave fallen into the chasm. Nor
wonld the car have left the track at all if
there Nad beén 7o defeots in the construction
of the roadbed. It is acknowledged that the
line, which was openad only last Thursday,
. was hastily built. Speed seems to have been

put before security in its construction,

The corporation will doubtless spare no
eéffort to shift all the blame from itself to
Hamillton. Justiee, however, demands that
the matter be carefully sifted, and all who
are responsible for this horrible sacrifice of
human life be held strictly to account,

For the.first time

A NEW an automoblle com-
SHADOW ON ' |pany has appeared
THE STOCK |in violent opposition
MARKET. to and competition
with a trolley com-

pany. The automiobile company urges these
advantages for its method: -

First—Automoblles require no tracks, so the
Biyeets nead not be torn up. On the con-
trary, their heavy rubber wheels positively
improve the streets,

Second—Automobiles can run to the curb
for passangers to allght—a dlstinet advan-
tage on rainy days,

The, collision between the two companies
will take place at the mesting of the Mor:is
County (N. J) Board of Freeholders this

~The Morris County Trolley Company wants
- & franchise over the roads of the county,
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38 character- yet do not know

istle of its kind, it does ‘“not want to pay a
blanked cent for it."

On the other hand, an automobile company
has been organized, with a pald up capital
of 325,000, which proposes to buy ten horse-
less vehlcles, each to carry sixteen persons,
and to run at regular intervals, giving a
cheap and effective service.

The world believes him the innocent victim of such mon-
strous injustice as Providence seldom permits to be perpetrated on a human being, but, innocent or guilty,
it i8 certain that he has never had fair play until now, and the healthy human nature of the race revolts at
persistent unfairness even to a criminal. Especially does it revolt when this injustice is accompanied by
atrocious and malignant crileity, not only to the immediate vietim, but to a loving and devoted family. Sym-
fpa.t_hy for the man Dreyfus and his heroice wife is the first element in the dramatic power of the situation at

The Trial of the Republcan Form of Government.

Twenty-eight years after the fall of the last French monarchy, the Republie in France is still on trial.

;- It is still beset by enemies and harassed by treachery among its own nominal supporters.

. trigue has found in the Dreyfus iniquity the opportunity to raise its head.
permeated with the spirit of disloyalty to the form of government nobody knows.
gerous the result of this trial will show its extent. The conviction of Dreyfus will make it confident; his

acquittal, desperate. All the enemies of the Republic have made anti-revision their rallying point. They:

Moral—It is not worth while for a man.

with a lttle money to invest funds just now
In surface rallroad stocks. Car tracks may
be less valuable before.long than they have
seemed to be hitherto.

The Duke of Fife,
a son«<in<iaw of the
Prince of Wales, has
in the Jast twenty
years dizposed of a
large part of the
landed estates which came to him by inheri-
tance. He has not done this to.obtain means
to gratify expensive tastes, but as a matter
of principle,

He has always held the opinion that no
man could do justice tu__t_hausands of - tenants
scattered over widely separated estates, Act-
ing in accordance with this idea he has sold
much of his property, retaining only a mod-
erate acreage. .

The Duke nf Fife Is more democratic in
his views than many Amerlcans. In our
Western States single individuals own mill-
fons of acres, and hold the land away from
the thousands and hundreds of thousands of
people who should possess and cultivate It

This tendency to concentrate ownership of
property in the hands of a few is injurious
to the welfare of the people.

The Duke says: “It Is far better for the
district and for all concerned that the land
should be largely in the hands of farmers
and of small proprietors rather than in the
control of one individusl, who could pay his
tenants only occasional visits™

It Is certainly better that a man should
own instead of renting land or home, One
of the most deplorable results of present
social conditions is that the United States
{5 steadlliy changing from a nation of owners
into a nation of tanants.

The Duke of Fife deserves great pralse for
the course he has pursued, He has uged his
wealth .in a way that will benefit and
strengthen his country, -

NOT
CONGENIAL
FOR ASTOR.

A French woman

HEROES has addressed to

twenty-five authors

- OF in- Paris the ques-
HISTORY. tion:

What man in ‘history

would yon bold up as an example for your chil-
dren to emulate?

One well-known feminine writer responds:-

“The world does not teem with heroes; they
are few and far between." And thls in the
land of Dreyfus, Plequart and Zola!

Herole aots are performed during every ro-
tation of the earth on Its axis. But the he-
roes are unknown or recelve a mersly
ephemeral reputation through the newspa-
pers. Hardly a great fire occurs in the
United States when some fireman or police-
man does mot risk his life to save that of
others,

And that is a true definition of a hero: The
person who deliberately risks his life for the
welfare of his fellow men or of his country.

Another French woman writes: “I have not
yet found my ldeal of masculine perfection
in history.”

We pity that woman

The answers, of course, as & rule give the
names only of Prenchmen, For Frenchmen
really know little and care little either for
the geography or for the history of other
countries. 3

But one is an exception; he holds up George
Washington as the perfect personification of
manhood.

Indeed, we Americans have a right to he
prond of George Washington; he really can
be held up as “an example for our children
to emulate* Unformunately, most of us even

- - )

.

In this proceeding is involved a

Royalist in-
How deeply the army may be

If the disaffection is dan-

answers the purpose.

And so the question whether Dreyfus can secure justice resolves itself into the ques-

tion whether the Republic has strength enough to preserve its own existence.

The

Trial of Religious Hatred.

Added to all the other issues that make this affair less a trial than a civil war is the rancor of re.
ligion—a thing which in itself has upset governments and depopulated flourishing countries before now,
Dreyfus is a Jew, and to the people who have never been able to rid themselves of the impression that the
Jews of to-day are responsible for the erime of Calvary that is sufficient to justify his conviction of any-

thing.
tain justice in France.

The finding of the court will determine whether a member of an unpopular religious body can obs

The Trial of Race Prejudice.

With religious hatred is combined hatred of race.
tity of race does not make the Christian Cretan love his Mohammedan compatriot.

Either is powerful enough without the other, Iden-

Identity of religion does

- - - - 3 - .
not soften the feelings of the Californian toward the converted Chinaman. Dreyfus is not only of a different
religion from his enemies, but he belongs to a race which by its successful practice of the commereial virtues

has aroused against itself the envious spirit of greed.

Poor, the Jews might be forgiven; prosperous, they

are hated, and Dreyfus is persecuted because his co-religionists have made money.

The Trial of Military Honor.

"inally, the innocence of Dreyfus involves the guilt of seven Ministers of War, and of an unknown
number of the highest officers in the army, all of whom, on that assumption, have been guilty of an atro-

cious conspiracy, bolstered up by forgery, perjury and probably murder.

Nobody knows how far this rotten-

ness extends, and the thought of it, and of its meaning in relation to the national honor and the national de-
fence, sends a chill down the back of every patriotic Frenchman.

T T

It is not strange that a trial on which such tremendous issues hang shonld be the only thing thought
of in France, and the most conspicuons object of the world’s attention.

fort to present the subject adequately to American readers.

The Jounrnal has made every ef-

Messages from Dreyfus and his wife, from

Clemencean, the ablest representative of their side of the controversy, and Rochefort, the most brilliani

member of the opposition, enable us to view the situation in all its aspects.
sumes no responsibility for the views of any of these distinguished correspondents.

know sufficiently of the trials he endured
during his second Presidential term, from
1793 to 1797, from the guarrels between our
English and French faections. He really
saved our present constitutional form of gov-
ernment from destruction.

But we have other historical heroes, sec-
only only to him,

There {8 Abraham Lincoln, who deliberate-
Iy risked his life and at last sacrificed it for
the welfare of his country.

Thera are Admiral Dewey and the men
who followed him, who a lttle more than a
year ago deliberately risked their lives in the
mine-infested Manila Bay for the glory of
thelr country. :

There is Farragut at New Orleans and Mo-
bile; there is Cushing; there Is Decatur.

And among the heroes of peace thers is
John Quincy Adams, who met his death in
the halls of Congress in an almost single-
handed struggle with the slave power

All these Americans, and many more, are
historical characters fit to be examples to
our children.

How Germany Arbitrates Labor Troubles.
Filitor of the Journal:

Bomething should be done to protect laborers
and employes against the arbitrary trusg and cor-
poration tyranny and despotism. Strikes, the last
resort of the downtrodden masses, are of no avnll
and fnrnish in most eases.uo reflef. The milllon-
alre trusts fix wages at hunger prices and extend
working hourg ad libltum. No court, no govern-
ntent furnizhes help. The desperation of our suf-
fering &trikers In Cleveland will pecessarily lead
to bloodshed and misery. We must prevent Ik
Let the Journal, which has so often champloned
the capse of the poor, Instruct Congress to find
some authority to protect labor and force the
trusts to do the falr thing to the poor and help-
Jess, Our land will be rulned If we permit the
motey powerito do with the worklngmen whatever

they think proper.
there was a strike in Ger-

Some years #go
many among the Westphilin  coal miners.
The operators wanted to roduce wages, and,

afraid of the miners, asked for military protec-
tlon. Now there ate a great many soldlers ld
Germany; in faet, & great many more than In
Amerien. Some thousands could have been eqasily
gont (ns In Hnzleton and other places In Amecica)
to shoot down the strikers. But what dld the
German Government do? Did it send the goldiers
to shoot down the strikers and assist the mine
owners to Inerepse thely profits by lowering the
wages of the men?

No: the German Emperor did no such thing.
He selected some high officials, pot soldlers, all
experts, who epmpelled the mine owners to show
thelr books. After examining these hooks care-
fully and caleulating the expenditures and income
of the mine owners, these officinls fonnd that the
profits were ample to pay the old wages withont
any redunction, and the mine owners were told

that they could not have any saldlers.
Washington, D. C. FRED SCHADE.

A Suggestion trem the President of the United
Christian Workers.

sdltor New York Jaurnal:

F‘gorerrlng to the remarks of Mr. ‘W. Ferguson,
who spoke at Prohibition Park, 8. L., Iast Sunday,
1 wonld just Hke to say a few words. That one
sentence published in your paper contains vol-
umes. The words “and ail the churches of the
city of New York say less about human brother-
hood, the real gospel of Christ, than does the New

York Journal In the course of a week" are very,

walghty lodeed. I wonld just like fo sk If it
wonld not be Interesting to have the comparison
made. Not only the good accomplished for the
suffering poor and 1o the interest of the “‘real
gospel of Christ,” but the cost. ‘The Journsl com-
pared with the Church and charitable Institutions,
1 thik we will find that the Journal will ecoms
out on top and give as a reason for this it mever
: riuctice what It preaches.
g Cl: HAROLD O'BRIEN.
National Headquarters United Christian Work-
erd, Washington.

Wants Dewey as President.
To the Hdltor of the Journal:
I the following definition of patrlot a correct
one?
“A human being who Is willlng to sacrifice his
own desire for the good of the peopla of his

 country.”

If so, Is It mot the duty of Admiral Dewey to
secept the office of President when tendered to
him by the pesple of the United States, Irrespec-
five of ties, and help the people throw off the
bonds eof the cqrrnptlnnhhts a;vnl 0, through pu;metu

whom they own hody an , moW rule ns ;
el l‘!,s_lm.-u.tlnl electlon offers us the cholce

Each P ! |
ween the devil and the deep blus ses. We
?’fmm former last time, and I for one wonld
l'ig!m cha
‘slave to
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' story, and leaves its readers to judge among them.
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ELIHU ROOT, PROFESSOR GARNER OF POLITICS,

)
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Studying the Curious Tribe of Military Apes Found in the McKinley Jungle.
' B s S e SR S

The Journal, of course, as-
It lets each tell his owia
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A Christian Science Miracle.
Editor of the New York Jouranl:

In your edition of this morning yop make ref-
erpnee to the effect of mind aover matter i a very
Interesting ‘editorial, submitting the statement that
po cure has ever been wrought by, Christian Sei-
entists where the malody had taken pbe form of
nffiletions or deformltles of bones, ete. Knowing
that you are Interested In the publshing of Tacts
and trath o all matters, I would beg the space to
correct this misnnderstanding on the part of yonr
writer. This article is submitted, oot by a Chrs
tian Sclentist or by a supporter or bellever [n the
efficacy «of "such trestments, but by & lover of
truth. .

In a western Pennsylvanla towm, where the
writer was ralsed, there Hwved a young lady wilh
n deformed hip. All the leading hpspitals and spe-
clalists on the Atlantic senboard had pronounced
ihe case [nearable. The lndy had mever walked
withont # éane and wusnnlly used both cane and
crutch. In 1802 or 1808 the lady wos persuaded
by some friends in Altoonn to pllow a Sclentlst
doctor to visit (her. She congented. He talked
with her for a short time. Then ariging from be-
slde the bed, where she had Leen confined for sev-
eral weeks with this trouble, he advised ber fo
thke her crutches (at this time she was using two

erutehes), throw them frosh the room' and never”

see them agaln. This she did, and to the present
{& able to walk ns far and strongly 48 the ordlonry
waman, aithough she Is yet affilcted by a alizht
Inmeness. The writer haz enfoyed long walks wilia
the lady sinee her wonderful cure, and knows her
to be uot & wenk and sentimental womnn, who
was professionally an inyalln. The explanetion, of
conree, Is the same. Had she had faith suffleient

resulf. Granted. But she dill not have. All the
prominent doctors of our country bad falled to
lngpire the confidence or falth, and It remalned o
he excited Into Hfe by the hypnotism, If yon please,
of the so-called “Christinn Sclentist.' Bat with
such an experience; whatever the explanation, is
It wonderful that she Is a firm believey In the doe-
trines proponnded by the followers of that falth?
New York, Aug. 2, 1890, J. M. B.

A Soldler Wants Letters from Home.
Editor of the New York Journal:

Kindly oblige n goldier who is for away from his
loving home and gative clty (New York) by in-
forming my relatives throngh your paper that 1
am ever §o anxlous to hear from them, as it makes
a soldier so far away from his native home feel
downhearted not te hear from his beloved relatives
and friends.

Thunking ron kindly and hoping you will not
dlsappolat me—whieh' T know you will not—I ve-
maln o defender of our glorlons flag and country
and am ready and contented whenever my services
are needed for my conntry. T am a sincers and
earnest admirer of your glorlons and patriotic
paper, Prosperity be with the Amerlean New York
Jowrnal. PRIVATE JOHN J. DORAN,
Compuny M, Thirteenth United States lnfantry,

Muanila, P. 1., June 25, 1809,

Penstons for 01d Firemen.
To the Edltor of the Jonrnal:

It s prafseworthy and charncteristle of the Jour-
nal to advoente the etuse of the neddy. In reln-
tion to the matter of the employment of ol mey
1 suggest that you turn your avtentlon o a class
of such who In the past have Geavely and falth-

in Bersell she would have aceompliehed the same fully served the publie, and most of whom dre to-
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diy In fndigent elrcumstatces. I refer to the mems
bers of the old velunteer five department of this
clty. It auy class deserye peiisions they do, aiid
do you not think thar the Leglslatore sought to
pase an Act to give those falthiful old servants,
who In thelr time served without remuneration, a
=small sum, say 520 monthly? The present force.
who faee no grester dangers and recelve ample.
sulavies, are peusloned at quite Ilberal compensa-
tlon. EDWIN ERTE|
No. 128 West Bixty-sixth strest.

Alger's Unnecessary Dream,
Edltor of the New York Joprnal: §
It has been suggested, apropos of Mr. Alger's
statement thot the lden of transporting the Spans
1sh peisoners to Spain eawd to him as if In w
dream, that he would not have hepded to dresm if
he had looked up the proeeedings relutlve to Burs
goyne's sirrender. A free pishage Home was
granted to Burgoyne's army on condition nf_uu':
geryving sgaln In North Amevlen during fhe Revg-
Intlon:  Congress, after refusing ot figst fo ap-
prove this arrangéient, eventnally acgepted o
and transported the 5,780 prizoners to England.
W. G R,

Last Arguament Gone, !
s“Admitting all you say #s to the good qualitles
of mephult pavements, such ns their smoothnes
nolselogsness, durability, cleanliness and whales
somensss rrom o sarltary point of view," said the
Street Commissioner, “It s still troe that In wet
weathet such pivements ave slippery and rroquong-'
Iy canse horses to 7all and lnjure themselves. How
do you dispose of it abjectlon®”
“We sxpect to dlspose of thal,=ir,”" answ I!.‘!;”lﬂ.
paving contracior, *'by abollshing the hovae.
cago Tribume.
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